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Mass Times 
Saturday 16th May:  Vigil 6pm 
Sunday 17th May:  10am & 12 noon 
Monday 18th May: 9.30am 
Tuesday 19th May:  9.30am 
Wed. 20th May: 9.30am 
Thur. 21st May:  9.30am 
Fri. 22nd May:  9.30am 

 
All Masses in St. Bernadette's are broadcast live on the internet. Visit www.stbernadettesparish.org 
and Click on "Watch Live". 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish of St. Bernadette 
 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
17th May 2020 
 
Sunday Cycle A     Psalter Week 2 

 

Parish Contact Details 
 

Parish website:   www.stbernadettesparish.org 
 

Parish e-mail address:  stbernadettes@downandconnor.org 
 

Fr. Brendan Hickland PP: Holy Rosary Presbytery, 503 Ormeau Road. Telephone 90642446 
 

Fr. Michael Spence CC:   28 Willowbank Park. Telephone 90793023 Option 2 
 

Parish Office:  Telephone 90793023 Option 1 

 

 

May - the Month of Mary 
 
The month of May is traditionally a month dedicated to Mary, 
Mother of God. To mark these days the Angelus & Rosary will be 
said in St. Bernadette's at 12 noon Monday to Friday.  
This will be broadcast live on the internet. Visit 
www.stbernadettesparish.org and Click on "Watch Live". 
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Prayers for the Pandemic: for those who 

are anxious 
  

God of Gethsemane, 

who knew deep anxiety, 

the desire for the cup to be taken away, 

your sweat dropping onto the clay of earth like blood, 

be with those who suffer at this time 

from anxiety, the fear of their world 

running out of control. 
  

The facts alone 

fan the embers of anxiety 

in all of us: the grim daily numbers, 

the fear of falling ill, of facing our end. 

In our loneliest darkness, 

in the night of our Gethsemane, 

may we find you there.   by Raymond Friel (© Redemptorist Publications) 

 

 
 
 

 The Rosary “Mary's memories” 

Mary lived with her eyes fixed on Christ, treasuring his every word: “She kept all these 
things, pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2:19; cf. 2:51). The memories of Jesus, 
impressed upon her heart, were always with her, leading her to reflect on the various 
moments of her life at her Son's side. In a way those memories were to be the “rosary” 
which she recited uninterruptedly throughout her earthly life. 

Even now, amid the joyful songs of the heavenly Jerusalem, the reasons for her 
thanksgiving and praise remain unchanged. They inspire her maternal concern for the 
pilgrim Church, in which she continues to relate her personal account of the 
Gospel. Mary constantly sets before the faithful the “mysteries” of her Son, with the 
desire that the contemplation of those mysteries will release all their saving power. In 
the recitation of the Rosary, the Christian community enters into contact with the 
memories and the contemplative gaze of Mary.  

Pope Saint John Paul II Apostolic Letter on the Most Holy Rosary, 2002, paragraph 11)  
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Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
Our Parish Bethany Bereavement Support Group offers listening and support to those who have been 

bereaved. Telephone No. 07733773758. 

 

Reopening of Churches for private prayer 
As we all know, churches are currently closed to the public. They were closed to private visits by order of 

the NI Executive on 28 March 2020.  

As we take tentative steps to emerge from the Covid-19 Coronavirus restrictions, the NI Executive has 

indicated a five stepped programme for the easing of the current restrictions (see "The Pathway to 

recovery").  Step 1 sets out the initial phase in this relaxation process and among its provisions is the 

reopening of churches for private prayer. 

 

The reopening of churches for private prayer will be welcomed by many people who have missed the 

opportunity to pray in a church building. However, this is not a simple matter of opening the doors. If a 

church building is to be reopened, there must be full compliance with the requirements of the Public 

Health Agency.  In particular social distancing regulations, good hygiene and infection control will be 

required.  

 

In anticipation of this Step 1 plan to reopen our churches, the parish is beginning to prepare. A key 

requirement will be to clean the church each day. This will be challenging. The parish is already blessed 

with great teams of volunteers who keep the church clean and tidy each week. But not all existing 

volunteers may be able to do this in the present circumstances.    

So at this stage we wish to explore if any parishioners would be willing and able, on a rota basis, to 

assist  the existing cleaning teams. If you are willing and able to do this, can you simply send an e mail to 

the office at stbernadettes@downandconnor.org and leave your name and telephone number. 

 

 

Our Faithful Departed 
Please pray for those who have died recently and those who anniversaries 
occur around this time. 
 

Recently Deceased 
Peggy Harding, Joe Mathers, Sean Hughes, Sr.Dympna Flynn, Jean Roberts, 
Josie McGrath, Emma Jane McParland. 
 

Anniversaries 
 Joe McKinney, Rose Woods, Danny Gallagher, Adrian Adams, Larry 
Murtagh, Larry McQuoid, Berna Kearney, Bridie Harkin, Joe Woods, Molly 
Black, Gerard Maguire, Marie Glover, Margaret Vernor, Nellie Scully. 
 

May they rest in peace. 
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 Our ability to open the church and for how long each day, will depend on the number of parishioners 

who volunteer. When we have some indication of the number of volunteers, we can then take our 

preparations for reopening forward. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parish Draw  500 Club 
The winners for Week 35 are: Anne Sharvin and Gerard Mooney. Congratulations to the lucky winners. Each 
receives £50. 

 
 
St. Bernadette's SVP conference 
Dear Parishioners, 

despite the Covid 19 crisis the work of St. Bernadette's SVP 

conference has not stopped. We continue to provide vital assistance 

to those in need. Our main source of income has always been your 

generous donations via the red box collections after Mass. 

Unfortunately the cessation of public Mass has understandably seen 

a significant reduction in donations. If you are able to, could you 

please consider making a donation via the Holy Rosary presbytery (marking your envelope St. 

Bernadette's SVP)? Your generosity, as always is very much appreciated and never so important as in 

this health and economic crisis. 

 
 
Foodbank at Good Shepherd Parish Centre 
The Food Bank is staffed by volunteers from Bredagh GAC, Ormeau 

Boxing Club, and Rosario Football Club & Youth Centre.  It is open 

each weekday from 10am to 12pm in the Good Shepherd Parish 

Centre. We would greatly appreciate donations of non-perishable 

food items at this time of great need. Money donations are also 

welcome. 

 
 
 

Parish Collections 
Many thanks to all those who have been able to contribute to the 

parish finances through standing order, PayPal or the parish 

envelopes. 
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On behalf of everyone in St. Bernadette's Parish, and especially her friends in 

the Retirement Association, congratulations to Mary Kieran who will 

celebrate her 100th birthday on Monday 18th May 2020. Ten decades 

young! We wish Mary every blessing on her big day. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Yesterday (Saturday 16th May 2020) the boys and girls in primary 4 

from the parish were due to make their First Holy Communion. Given 

the current circumstances, that date has had to be postponed. Let's 

remember them in our prayers. 

 

To all the Primary 4s and their 

families who were looking forward to 

that big day, don't worry. Your First Holy Communion Day will happen. 

We just don't know exactly when yet. In the meantime you keep 

preparing well and saying your prayers each day and everybody in the 

parish will be praying for you too.  
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5th anniversary of Pope Francis' Encyclical 
Letter Laudato Si - On Care for our 
Common Home 
 
May 24th 2020  marks the 5th anniversary of the publication of 

Laudato Si, Pope Francis' Encyclical Letter ‘On the care of our 

common home.’   

To mark this anniversary here are some extracts to whet the 
appetite. Laudato Si is available on the web. Enjoy the read! 

 

 
1. “LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the words of this beautiful 

canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is like a sister with whom we share 
our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. “Praise be to you, my Lord, through 
our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with coloured 
flowers and herbs”. 
2. This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use 
and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. We have come to see ourselves as her lords 
and masters, entitled to plunder her at will. 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi 

10. I do not want to write this Encyclical without turning to that attractive and compelling figure, whose 
name I took as my guide and inspiration when I was elected Bishop of Rome. I believe that Saint Francis 
is the example par excellence of care for the vulnerable and of an integral ecology lived out joyfully and 
authentically. He is the patron saint of all who study and work in the area of ecology, and he is also 
much loved by non-Christians. He was particularly concerned for God’s creation and for the poor and 
outcast. He loved, and was deeply loved for his joy, his generous self-giving, his openheartedness. He 
was a mystic and a pilgrim who lived in simplicity and in wonderful harmony with God, with others, with 
nature and with himself. He shows us just how inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, 
justice for the poor, commitment to society, and interior peace. 

11. Francis helps us to see that an integral ecology calls for openness to categories which transcend the 
language of mathematics and biology, and take us to the heart of what it is to be human. Just as 
happens when we fall in love with someone, whenever he would gaze at the sun, the moon or the 
smallest of animals, he burst into song, drawing all other creatures into his praise. He communed with 
all creation, even preaching to the flowers, inviting them “to praise the Lord, just as if they were 
endowed with reason”. His response to the world around him was so much more than intellectual 
appreciation or economic calculus, for to him each and every creature was a sister united to him by 
bonds of affection. That is why he felt called to care for all that exists. His disciple Saint Bonaventure 
tells us that, “from a reflection on the primary source of all things, filled with even more abundant piety, 
he would call creatures, no matter how small, by the name of ‘brother’ or ‘sister’”. Such a conviction 
cannot be written off as naive romanticism, for it affects the choices which determine our behaviour. If 
we approach nature and the environment without this openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer 
speak the language of fraternity and beauty in our relationship with the world, our attitude will be that 
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of masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their immediate needs. By contrast, if 
we feel intimately united with all that exists, then sobriety and care will well up spontaneously. The 
poverty and austerity of Saint Francis were no mere veneer of asceticism, but something much more 
radical: a refusal to turn reality into an object simply to be used and controlled. 

12. What is more, Saint Francis, faithful to Scripture, invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in 
which God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness. “Through the 
greatness and the beauty of creatures one comes to know by analogy their maker” (Wis 13:5); indeed, 
“his eternal power and divinity have been made known through his works since the creation of the 
world” (Rom 1:20). For this reason, Francis asked that part of the friary garden always be left 
untouched, so that wild flowers and herbs could grow there, and those who saw them could raise their 
minds to God, the Creator of such beauty. Rather than a problem to be solved, the world is a joyful 
mystery to be contemplated with gladness and praise. 

My appeal  

13. The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole human 
family together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things can change. 
The Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us. 
Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common home. Here I want to recognize, 
encourage and thank all those striving in countless ways to guarantee the protection of the home which 
we share. Particular appreciation is owed to those who tirelessly seek to resolve the tragic effects of 
environmental degradation on the lives of the world’s poorest. Young people demand change. They 
wonder how anyone can claim to be building a better future without thinking of the environmental crisis 
and the sufferings of the excluded. 

14. I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet. We 
need a conversation which includes everyone, since the environmental challenge we are undergoing, 
and its human roots, concern and affect us all. The worldwide ecological movement has already made 
considerable progress and led to the establishment of numerous organizations committed to raising 
awareness of these challenges. Regrettably, many efforts to seek concrete solutions to the 
environmental crisis have proved ineffective, not only because of powerful opposition but also because 
of a more general lack of interest. Obstructionist attitudes, even on the part of believers, can range from 
denial of the problem to indifference, nonchalant resignation or blind confidence in technical solutions. 
We require a new and universal solidarity. As the bishops of Southern Africa have stated: “Everyone’s 
talents and involvement are needed to redress the damage caused by human abuse of God’s creation”. 
All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to his or her own 
culture, experience, involvements and talents. 

 

One practical suggestion offered by Pope Francis in Laudato Si is 
to revive the practice of praying ‘the grace before meals’ as a 
way of being more aware of food as a gift from God.   
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